ERASMUS

human, the divine being who had given His blood in
order that the shedding of blood might disappear from
the world, together with discord and quarrelsomeness.
Luther, however, God's lansquenet, insisted on the literal
rendering of the text "I come not to send peace, but a
sword." He who wishes to be a true Christian, says
Erasmus, must live peacefully and act with forbearance
in the spirit of the Lord Jesus. To which the inflexible
Luther responded that the true Christian must never
yield an inch of his ground so far as God's word is con-
cerned even if the world should have to come to an end
through such tenacity. Years before, he had written to
Spalatinus: "I do not think that the cause can be carried
to a successful issue without tumult, vexation, and insur-
rection. You cannot make a'quill-pen out of a sword, nor
change war into peace. God's word is war and vexation
and destruction, it is poison. Like a bear in the path, like
a lioness in the jungle, it attacks the sons of Ephraim.'3
Quickly hurling Erasmus's summons to unity and under-
standing in his rival's teeth, Luther continued: "Let be
with your complaining and clamour; against such a fever
no medicines can prevail. This war is our Lord God's
war. He has unchained it, and never will it cease raging
until all the enemies of His word have been wiped from
the face of the earth." Erasmus's gentle and conciliatory
ways "show a lack of true Christian faith" ; it is, there-
fore, better that he stand aside and busy himself with
meritorious labours, such as translating Latin and Greek
texts into good German; he should amuse himself with
his humanistic trifling, and should desist from meddling
with problems which can only be elucidated by the inner
certitude of a believing, of a completely believing, mortal.
Dictatorially, Erasmus was ordered once and for all to
refrain from intervening in the religious struggle which
by now had become a matter of world-wide importance:
"God has not blessed you with strength sufficient to be
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